
 

 
Picking the Perfect Persian Cat 

 
The exotic and majestic appearance of the Persian cat captures the attention of cat lovers 
everywhere, making it one of the most desirable breeds of cats today. Their dense and lush long-
haired coat, short legs and broad head with round eyes and flat muzzle faces are distinct physical 
traits that make them easily identifiable to just about everyone.  
 
According to the Cat Fanciers' Association, there are seven main categories of Persians. You can 
visit their web site for specific information on each group and view pictures.  
 
1. Himalayans  
 
2. Solid Colours  
 
3. Silver and Golden  
 
4. Calico and Bicolour  
 
5. Smoke and Shaded  
 
6. Tabby  
 
7. Particolour  
 
Within these categories, there are many colours and variations. The many different kinds of 
Persians that are available permit anyone to pick the perfect companion. However, before running 
out and snatching up the first Persian you see, there are several factors for purchasing a Persian 
you ought to consider.  
 
First, give some thought on how this new addition will get along with any pets you already have. 
Then assess if you are able to take the time to groom this cat properly everyday. The next issue 
might be the hardest thing to decide. That is narrowing down which of the seven types of Persians 
you like the most. However, once that is resolved, you could even settle on the colour you would 
prefer. After that, you may have a partiality for the specific sex of your pet. A significant issue to 
consider is if you intend on entering your cat in show competitions or if you are just looking for a 
buddy. A show quality Persian will generally cost more.  
 
Depending on your personality and time constraints, do you want and are you able to raise a 
kitten? Then you will want to locate a reputable breeder. This is an important matter because the 
better the breeder, the better your chance of acquiring a strong and healthy kitten. See if the 
kitten appears to be well taken care of and is being raised in clean surroundings. Has a veterinary 
done a complete check-up for health problems and is it up-to-date with shots? Is the breeder 
aware of any genetic conditions that may run in this kitten's pedigree lineage? Remember to obtain 
a health contract or guarantee from the breeder. A honest breeder will have no problem supplying 
you with one. Additionally, you will need the vaccination certificate. If the kitten is registered or 
you are planning to register it, you will need these papers from the breeder too.  
 
Perhaps you are leaning toward an older cat. Adopting from a shelter or rescue could be a 
rewarding experience, not to mention saving a life. Just realize that this cat might have been 
abandoned due to a major health or personality problem. Ask a lot of questions and spend as much 
time with the cat as you can to determine if it will be a good pet for you.  
 
No matter what cat you ultimately select, by doing your homework and being honest with yourself 
on your particular personality and situation, picking the perfect Persian can be a fun experience 
that later grows into a long loving relationship. 


